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United Church Courier

God is still
speaking.

No matter who
you are or
where you are
on life’s jour-
ney, you are
welcome here.

Worship at
10:45 a.m.

Join us on Sunday, September 12 for
RALLY SUNDAY!

We will kick off the Sunday School year in Fellowship
Hall at 9:00 a.m. with a potluck breakfast! Please bring
your own tableware and a dish to share. In Sunday
School and worship this year, we will focus on six Sa-
cred Practices! The first focus is the practice of Sab-
bath. After our potluck we will share in an activity to
help us think about our first Sacred Practice. Then join
us for worship at 10:45 a.m. in the sanctuary when
Paul will preach on the practice of Sabbath. You can
look forward to a Sunday School activity and Pastor
Paul's preaching in worship on the six following
Sacred Practices:

September
November
January
February
March
April

Sunday, September 19 Sunday School classes will begin at 9:30 a.m.

Pre-K through 6th grade will meet in the Parlor.

Youth Group will meet in the Youth Room.

Learning Center will meet in Fellowship Hall.

Nursery care is provided during the Sunday School hour and worship.

Prospective Member Orientation in September

A two-week new member orientation will be held September 19 and 26 at
9:30 a.m. in room 104 next to the small kitchen. You are welcome to attend
even if you haven't decided for sure whether you want to join. The classes
will give you an opportunity to get better acquainted with the congregation
and some of the members as well as get answers to questions you may
have. Even if you can't attend both sessions, you're invited to the one you
can make. Registration ahead of time is not required, but if you let me know
you will be there, it will help us plan. Call the church office (232-9323) or
email me, the Rev. Paul Johnson, at PJohnson@midiowa.net to express

your interest.
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Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it
is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” *>And he laid his
hands on them and went on his way. — Matthew 9:14-15

I have been hanging out with small children lately. At Vacation Bible
School, | led the games for 1st through 4th graders. The past few days
three of my grandchildren have been at our house. Elizabeth is 9, Owen
is 6, and Lilya is almost 3. As | have been enjoying them, | have been
remembering that Jesus welcomed them and enjoyed them too. So | have
some random thoughts about children.

We sometimes think of children as representing the future of our church.
But | prefer to think of them as the “present” of our church. We aren't just
waiting for them to grow up and become a part of our worshipping com-
munity. They are fully welcome and involved already. And they can in-
spire us by their enthusiasm and energy. Children can remind us that it is
important for us to play. Authentic, healthy play can renew our energy and
restore our spirit. Find time to play like a child. Or better yet, find time to
play with children. You may get tired, but your spirit will be lifted.

It is not easy to grow up. It never has been easy, but | believe it is even
more difficult in our world with its many distractions and demands. Our
children need and deserve our time, attention and support. Sometimes
children are unruly and disruptive. Be patient with them. Don’t condone
their bad behavior, but when you correct them be clear that it is their be-
havior that concerns you. Affirm their dignity and worth even when you
discipline them. If you are a parent, grandparent, relative or just a friend
of some children, give them everything they need, but not everything they
want. It is fun to give them some of the things they want, but it is impera-
tive to give them the things they really need. They need to feel loved and
supported. They need to be safe and protected. Take time to listen care-
fully and respectfully to children. You will be amazed by the wisdom of the
3 year old and by the profound questions raised by a 6 year old.

Tell them about God. Share with them the difference faith in God makes
in your life. They need to grow up knowing they are loved and accepted
by God. And it is up to adults in their life to tell and show them that love.
Pray with them, worship with them, read and talk about the Bible with
them. Give thanks to God for the children! My experience of them gives
me great hope for the future.
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I From the Minister to Children & Youth I

Our FANTASTIC group of Youth appreciate YOUR help!

If you are interested in providing the youth group with a meal for one of the
Wednesday gatherings, please sign up on the sheet in the parlor. You
would need to deliver the meal to the church at 6:00 p.m. The group enjoys
trying all kinds of new foods, however, some favorites include grilled
cheese, tacos and pizza! Also, if you have ever just wanted an opportunity
to hang out with our youth group, play games, enjoy the conversation....I
am looking for some adults to be around on Wednesday nights during my
maternity leave. If this is something you would be interested in helping with-
-see me! And of course, we need all of you who are interested in teaching
our youth during Sunday School to come forward and volunteer! | am look-
ing for leaders to host one morning of Sunday School with our youth group.
The topic can be something you are interested in/passionate about and
want to share or | can help you think of a topic of interest. It would take
place in the youth room from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Trust me....they are eager to
learn and you will get just as much out of the discussion (if not more!) than
they do!

--Hannah Hannover

Nancy Getz Adams, December 30, 1933 -- Saturday, July 31, 2010

Nancy was a member of the United Church of Christ-Congregational for 60
years. Her funeral was Aug. 4 at the church. Nancy is survived by her hus-
band Roger Deal of Ames, three children and seven grandchildren: son,
Jay (Linda) Adams, Jay, Sam, and Clint of Huxley; daughter- in-law, Loretta
Adams, Lindsey and Dylan Adams of Ames; daughter, Sarah Adams, Lau-
ren and Angus, of St. Croix Falls, Wis.; and daughter Marna (Gary) Lenz of
Bloomington, Minn.; step daughter, and two step grandsons, Melissa (Mike)
Weber of Spencer, Brandon Weber (Lindsay) of Ankeny, and Eric Weber of
Spencer; sister Margaret Vance of Ames; brother, Peter (Louise) Getz of
East Moline, Ill. Nancy was preceded in death by her husband Bruce Ad-
ams and son Stan.
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Chancel Choir Rehearsals Begin September 1

Everyone who enjoys singing is invited to join the chancel choir. All singers
are welcome. There is no audition to be part of the fun! Our first rehearsal
is Wednesday, September 1 at 6:45 p.m., in the choir room on the west
lower level of the church. We will begin singing during worship on Sunday,
September 12. For more information, contact music director Lesley Lack-
ore at 231-0958 or llackore@gmail.com.

Learning Center Adult Forum in Fellowship Hall

The program begins at 9:30 a.m. and is preceded by a continental break-
fast of doughnuts, pastries, bagels, coffee, tea and juice. The breakfast is
served by members of the group on a rotating basis and is supported by a
free will offering.

Sept. 5 no program

Sept. 12 Intergenerational program

Sept. 19 Valuing Church Employees through Compensation and
Benefits—Cornelia Flora

Sept. 26 Perspective on the Gulf Crisis - Art Pohm and Ken Birt

Oct. 3 Immigration, an AMOS Perspective - Joyce Hertz

Oct. 10 Separation of Church and State - Matt Potoski

Oct. 17 Stewardship - Financial Stewardship Board

Oct. 24 Are We a Supportive Congregation? - Alicia Cast

Oct. 31 Journeys of Faith - Doug and Nancy Heathman

Nov. 7 Church Profile—Search Committee

Nov. 14 Intergenerational program

Nov. 21 The 2011 Ames UCC Budget

Nov. 28 no program

Dec. 5 Emergency Residence Project

Dec. 12 Ask the Pastor

Dec. 19 Memorable Christmas Stories

Dec. 26 and Jan. 2 no programs
Jan. 9 Population Control - Diane Birt
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Sharing our Time, Talents and Wealth

October is stewardship month. The Rev. Jonna Jensen, lowa Conference
Associate Minister, will be our guest speaker to start off the month on Oct.
3.

Every member and friend is asked to fill out a new individual Time and
Talents information sheet to list ways you could minister to others through
contributing your time and talents in the coming year. The new forms will
be in the church office, at the back of the sanctuary and in the next news-
letter. The forms will be available Sept. 26; they are due back by Oct. 10.

Upcoming Events You Won’t Want to Miss

Sept. 26 Celebration of John Bath’s 100" Birthday

Oct. 16 Chili Cookoff and Pie Fest

Oct. 23 Clean Up and Spruce Up Church Work Morning,
9 a.m. to noon

Nov. 13 Trip to Hindu Temple, Madrid, lowa

Dec. 5 Congregational meeting after worship

Search Committee Update

The search committee continues to work on completing our church pro-
file. The committee is still hopeful that we will have a complete draft avail-
able this fall. Anyone will have an opportunity to read our draft and pro-
vide feedback to the search committee. After considering feedback, our
church profile will be sent to the conference and made available to poten-
tial candidates. Candidates will then submit their profile to the search
committee for consideration. You may be wondering what kind of docu-
ment would take this long to complete. The church profile is a structured
document provided to us by the lowa Conference of the UCC. It has 38
guestions but with subsections a, b, c, etc. there are around a hundred
guestions with only a few requiring simple answers. Preparing the an-
swers for the profile is an excellent exercise for the church to reflect on
the type of church that we are and want to become. The search commit-
tee has solicited input from most boards and staff as well as many mem-
bers. One example of input is the survey to which many of you contrib-
uted in late May and early June. Lee Alekel summarized the survey re-
sponses. We shared the survey responses with the worship team and
Lynette Spicer, moderator, on August 3. They found the responses so
interesting that they asked us to share the results with the Executive
Board on August 17. The Executive Board asked that the results be sent
to all board members. If you would like a copy of the summary, contact
Lee Alekel or myself and we would be happy to share what we collected.
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Another survey is included in this newsletter which will help the search
committee characterize our church. The survey included in this newslet-
ter was designed to have one response per family unit. Copies of this
survey will also be distributed during worship on the last two Sundays in
August. Please complete a survey for your family and return by Septem-
ber 1 to the church office.

--Phil Spike, Chair

L - 3

Haiti Relief
In July the lowa Conference gave $1,183.16 for

relief for Haitians suffering from the January 12
earthquake.

UCC Response to Pakistan Floods

Torrential rains during monsoon season have Kkilled at least 1,500 people
in Pakistan. The scale of the disaster appears to be beyond the response
capacity of the Pakistan government. The UCC is responding as part of
Church World Service. UCC information on the disaster is online at http://
www.ucc.org/disaster/flooding-in-pakistan.html. Congregation offerings
can be sent through the conference or directly to Wider Church Ministries
and marked in the memo portion "International Disaster Relief - Pakistan
Flooding" to Wider Church Ministries; 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland,
OH 44115. You may also give online.

Central Association Fall Women® Gathering in Grinnell Oct. 9

The Central Association Fall Women's Gathering will be Saturday, Oct. 9
from 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at the United Church of Christ Congregational
in Grinnell. The topic is "I Know We're All Welcome at the Table, But Do |
Have to Sit Next to You?" It's designed to help us stay in community with
those who are different. The workshop will be led by the Rev. Janice
Jean Springer, an ordained pastor in the United Church of Christ who
has served churches in Missouri, lowa, Michigan and Montana for 29
years. Currently she is the Minister of Spiritual Formation at University
Congregational Church in Missoula, Montana. Lunch and childcare will
be provided. This event is co-sponsored by the Grinnell church and St.
Paul Congregational UCC in Oskaloosa.

For more information, contact Rev. Liz Colton at the Oskaloosa church at
(641) 673-7206 or at stpaul@mahaska.org.
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VBSGALACTIC BLAST WasaHUGE Success!!!

Thank you to Mackenzie Dickson, Lindsey Adams, Dylan
Adams, Allison Tyler, Becky Bridges, and Pastor Paul John-
son for helping out with the children all week! We could not
have had such a great week without all of your time and en-
thusiasm!!!

Our space cadets for the week were: Aidan Shenk Cook,
Ailis Shenk Cook, Kathryn Shields, CeciliaMonroe, Benjamin Cast Potoski,
Abby Buchele, Jacob Buchele, Jenna Buchele, Cara Heuer, and Adam Heuer!
These cadets spent the week learning all about praising God, making crafts, play-
ing games, and learning new Bible stories! We will look forward to another week
of fun next summer!!!

Attic to Basement Sale

A big thank you to all of you and for the variety of items brought for
the Attic to Basement Sale. Those who helped during the week:

Ruth Meyer, Roger Parmenter, Becky Bridges, Barbara Rusk, Nancy
and Woody Hart, Ellen Barnhart, Nancy Brown, Jerry and Sally Chase,
Kathy Corones, Hannah Hannover, Lori and Matthew Coyle, Martha
Geist, Lowell Mathison and his granddaughters, Heather and Morgan
Egeland, Charles and Mary Mulford, Laurie Olk, Ginny Shenk, Kristin
and Kathryn Shields, Lynette Spicer, Phil and Galina Spike, Tania Tip-
ton, John and Marjorie Uitermarkt, Edna Wiese, Sandra Gant, and Bill
Yungclas. Sometimes it seemed like work, but mostly it was the fun
and fellowship of working together. Sale proceeds will be used to pur-
chase an automated external defibrillator (AED) for the church. Twenty
percent of the money raised will go to outreach.

Thanks again to everyone!
Barbara Yungclas

What an unexpected but joyous “task” you folks gave me on July 11
opening your thoughtful cards — laughing, loving and even shedding a
few tears. Thank you so much for this huge surprise. What a way to
kick off my 80th year! | was at Bad Axe Lake in northern Minnesota
and, before the day was over, | had happily released a very nice large
mouth black bass. Bless you for your kindnesses!

--Nancy N. Clark
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Ministers Rev. Paul A. Johnson, Interim Minister

Hannah Hannover, Children & Youth Minister
Secretary Becky A. Bridges

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Moderator Lynette Spicer
Member Services Bill Yungclas
Worship & Music Sue Lamont
Property Dave Cook
Financial Stewardship Joyce Hertz
Christian Education Chuck Mulford, Eric Abbott
Social Justice and Outreach Tom Hertz
Association and Conference Delegate Phil Spike

Clerk Kathie Drummond
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